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Working at the
wcler's edge
Exploring woter's post,
present crnd future

Urbon jungle
Designing a bayside
park in Singapore

Our losi rivers
The Wa brook: one of
London's hidden \,/aterways

Sweet ond. solt
The unique re ationship
between the Dutch and water
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Flowing in
the right direction
How two UK practices are workjng to bui d projects around water

EverythiIg iLrolt the school, frod its
orienhtbnand tbnD to thesize andlocatior
oft hc car pa.k, was phnned and buik irith
!{terlnrnhd. TheJ hd site suDoundnrg
]lleltoD \'.1€ Post{6 Ccnt,a i! dtired b.1,

wctlands, Era$land and \'ood1.nds. Pords,
re€d beds and swalcs ca.rv $ater fiom hard
surld.rs through $etlinds to a niain basin.

''Wrter envelops rhe school," sals
Darjd SjDsleton, $ hosc lirn designed the
project. "SuDS oftenNd$ intorsively and
nr isolation,u$all) lirtle more th.n a tink
bnricdin rheground. Here, ho$.evcr it isthc
landsc.fe itdoretailsrvithtnelands..pe

watd, dnd how to do dealwith it, is the Iife,
d.ath and tsuftction ofa Post-16 CeDtre iD
Mehon Mowbm]r Lciceste/shire.

$taidable Dralrage Slslerns, or
SUDS, .r€ not n.w ir concepL.In
pn.tice, howevcl: theschool is

blazing t.ails iI some of lhc latcsi

th n, knrg oD $stainabllit !

firnrwork.nd denreshoNtheland lsuscd

Biorlalc\ a, e !erI shallow aDd halt
c.retirlll gr.ied slopiDg sides to enablc

mlwbg, whiie pond.reisbim with
mrrgnialplint sp..ies. Rajn iiom roofs and

thecarpirk is uscdn) illNh hvdtorjcsin the

s.hooL drd gLt,v+ater reo-d nrg levels ire
linkedtothcs.hooli lCI s,vstem, |r ov ing
ursi'ith digital dis|laI ollltiessa!d.

LIMITATIONS ARE MORElikcly Lolie

$'ith lhe us€s lhan lh.lan.Lscape, ifhich is
r'here Sjnglctor has to donhisteachefs hat.
'' l here is ohe r misrrtch bctwcen design

andwhatdic staff a.tuallydo e'ith it.' hesavs.

"Tlie scliool has retajned !\ 10 further dcvcloP

oltdoorLe.innrg.!d wea.c startlrgto nrakc

a rcal diffcrcn.e. ThIt our secrd yeapon: lt€
!€rerLeare sjte,which cnrporveslh.dcsign."

Singlelon. who runs DSA F.nvn onnieDt +
Design irNottingh.m, docsn t underestjmrte
hnt.sk. Su DS niust .date to PeoPlc, he

sals. "tngiiecrs teDd to rcgard n as a nrmbe$
gi re i they ire more bother.d irith tlc live
litrcs olwater per second f erhectare coming
outof apif cthan thc site.Aslandscape
ar.hltects, $r nust undcrstand how rhar

rhool uscs the landscipe." 
.

Hcadds: "Whar: the pointof puttn€!t
r sien outsidetlie sliool sayinsr 'wc hdvc

salcd 800 litres ol $'itel, $'hen there is no
conne.tionro$haihrppens in amaths
oi physics classl \\r. can gct ch ildrcn into
thclandscdpe !ie. surhg, record nrg,

d mlviis and .ompilirg boldnicrl surve}'s,

erpcr icn.ing chargesirthe eNlroDment

Thisrvas 
^ll 

driven brle8lslition. Like
most innovatio., thc.onslfu .rtur industry
doe$liDnovatc unlc$pushcd , hc!dts. The
l.lood and\\iater IlaDagemeDt Act.nd thc
watc, Framcworl Dnedirc wlLl push aDlo!e
.harging laDdfonDs iDto a rnore watcF
ftiendlr a rcDa, which $ ill hcl! Su DS be.ont



topis d gr€enioof thaireducesrcflcctedlight
.nd bulks.rrrhesni.nire

Bermuda had r L'ig problen: the King Edward
VII Memorial Hospital. Thehulking block
is one ofthe islandt largest institutional
buildings and swallows almost a quarter ofits
pot.blewitef andmslamountsof enerBy.

LaDdscipe architect f eterWilderllkcs
soFilg probLens, b(t Bennudr: Legulitor,r
6 amc$o, k tb rNv ut fcw fivotr.s f.r a buildnrg
thal b!d to belliter and en..fl cl6cicntin
1'irtudll,vall rreN of operalion. Stri.t l.ws

Preventlmporting n)ils and phnts. whilc nnL.h
r.nr ruDoff is deemed uDs!itable for use

''l\re lookeddtrr.lt oldilerntsolutiors
a.d honcd it&ND t{r tlre mostcriti.al.ncs."
hc ul5 ofthe riin$'xter ha nrsting, gret-$ttef
reuse.ri bhck w.t{ tre.rmflrt s,vstaDs he

de.idcd thd h.slitrl..trLt not be $ithotrL On

''Thc u)fh$ &e dded benefit ofhelti.g
to p, crcnt darnagc to .rcn]h, anes frorn ilr.ing
debris dulng hrri.anes," \'jlder says. 'All rhe

plaDts,substrates rdsojkarebcingproduced
on sitc. loc.llincstoDe. fo, crrtuple, sused
lbr green Loofsubstraiesand eristnigplanG at
beingrccldcd liftcd, \tord itaNs la.d
putback.n co,ntlction."

htrrhlnsdrgup ald carledoffthe sire

during.onstru.tnh, hc insisrs, is beirrg

recotred .!d reused. Ne.t design tou.hes,

sucl as apatientgarden oD tht second lloor
otlering !iews oltie.oisl, ne$'shelter zones

and nrdigorous nra.ilinic planG, $ ill be

con,demented bI ereD !ror. .rcatire lhi!king
hrherlenceof NtiirrbilitjrAlltheliqu
l;otu the bla.k+ate, srnen, lor eximtle,
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wiil belreited ud !rd tbrirrisdtirsflanc
shcn lheproject, wlichisir thcnriddleof ihc
b!ilding|rocc$, n nDished iD i fe$'montlI.
Biosolids lron rhe serLage also undergo
treatmait b€fore being urd bI grrdenlng stail
tendniE a ncarblbotanlcal SardeD.

"WORK IN BERMUDA * clrivcn bv its
geog.atlil and tlie need fo. self suffi .hrcy
o! in $1. nd," s._rs lrilder, whose collPani.,
\\IilderAso.iales, is lroftnrg on watc, fo.nscd
hndsclpe design h DiDe countries, i!.ludiDg
ChiDx aDd chile. t caD lbrlr . ternpldte drd
eren+n!r o! self $fiicien.v.nd rcuse."

Btrr rcsulatorr fi amclvorlts. r'llich arc 1dlgll
in B...mda,.an th]n upotfo(unitieslbr
l.ndscdfe archileds. The UKt llood and \\hter
\land8etueri Acr lhe pL!visioDs of yhi.h.ahr
into force this April, mak.s delelopes drd
dcsigrers exhaust rll sustai.ablc o|tions bclo' c
nushng srter doNn the drain.
' .Thcs include grc.F aterhanesrnrg,
dttenuatlon,i!6ltrario! aldslorn wder
*edands," WildeLsars.'YeLsonrcpcopleare

STR CT BEFMUDAN LAWS
PREVENT IN/]POFT NG SOILS
AND P] ANTS

iooking dt fie quanda.I bctwccn suppl.y and
rcsour.esirrtenns of.orllict{her itcouldbe
an opto, tunirl A conibilatioD olleghlatioD
anirei$a\ril.bled.t. theBritish
Geologicdl Sune.v launched thc first c\ er StrDS

n;a!fo, thc UKtlis)car-tn,o$.!pbigscote
lor b,vpassiDgIiped inliislnrcruie.

"This is d .ftrciiL sLep in tu.rplctin{ fic
wit€r loof iD l.ndscipe th.t does a\Q.vwith
flusinig it down the stounilater sewd.'he
coltniu$. "It:slukilgthelriftset rhdr. flpe
is the besr oprion lor gruing rit ofranr $atcr
aDderpldingn$!opd)n\thatdonlrcdNcit

"This is i IeImonert ii hr an.l ind$tt:
for tlc lirst limc ile a.. recognjsiDg witer for
rvhatitis notawastcproductbutavaluablc
comnodita that rnust be conrr!ed." s


